
Franco-German
graduate schools

summer and winter schools
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What are the advantages?

• Mobility grant for doctoral 
candidates of ¤600/month for 
an 18-month stay at the partner 
university

•¤12,000/year to assist with inf-
rastructure costs

• Funding for 4 years

• Possibility to integrate a third-
country partner

Who can apply?

This call for applications is aimed 
at collaborations between French 
Écoles doctorales and German insti-
tutions offering structured doctoral 
programmes.

Application form at:
https://www.dfh-ufa.org/informationen-
fuer/studierende-doktoranden-alumni/
doktoranden/deutsch-franzoesische-
doktorandenkollegs/

Application deadline: 31-10

Cotutelles de thèse

What are the advantages?

• Funding of up to €4,000 to cover 
additional expenses during doc-
toral studies (such as travel to the 
partner country), which may also 
be used for publishing the disser-
tation

• Up to ¤1,000 to cover the costs 
of the joint defence (travel and 
accommodation costs for super-
visors and jury members)

How do I apply?
As soon as the cotutel-
le agreement is signed  
by both universities the applica-
tion form can be filled in and sub-
mitted

The “Thèse en ligne” project: 

The “thèse en ligne” instrument allows 
the FGU to publish a wide selection 
of successfully completed Franco-
German cotutelles de thèse enab-
ling them to increase their visibility. 
 
https://www.dfh-ufa.org/informationen-fuer/
studierende-doktoranden-alumni/doktoranden/
these-en-ligne/

What is it?

Over a period of two days to four 
weeks, the academic events for 
young researchers (workshops, 
summer schools) provide a venue 
for high-level academic discourse 
based on a specific pedagogical 
approach.

• Insight into the teaching and 
research environments in France 
and Germany

• Exchange of academic work and 
research contacts

• For doctoral and postdoctoral 
candidates, lecturers, researchers, 
graduates and advanced undergra-
duate students

• Possibility to organise series of 
events

What are the advantages?

• Depending on the duration of 
the event, funding of up to €15,000 
to cover organisational costs

• Possibility of association with  
a third-country partner – if the 
programme takes place in the 
third country, a partner from this 
country must be involved

Three application deadlines:

Application: 15-03 / 15-06 / 15-10

Further information at:  
https://www.dfh-ufa.org/programme/wissen-
schaftliche-veranstaltungen-fuer-nachwuchs-
wissenschaftler/

Who can apply?

• Lecturers of a university or a 
non-university research institute 
in France respectively Germany 
and – in exceptional cases – junior 
researchers

What is it?

To promote cooperation in the 
field of Franco-German research, 
the FGU supports graduate 
schools in all academic discipli-
nes. Through the funding and the 
organisational structure, the FGU 
helps doctoral students to re-
search and travel abroad.

• Mobility of doctoral students 
consolidates cooperation

• Exchange of academic tradi-
tions in the tertiary education 
sector

• Knowledge transfer and publi-
cation of academic work on an 
international level

What is it?

Since 2005, the FGU has foste-
red cotutelles de thèse between 
France and Germany, which al-
lows doctoral students to write 
their dissertation under the super-
vision of one professor in Germa-
ny and one in France and obtain 
a bi-national PhD.

• Bi-national double degree

• Familiarisation with two academic 
systems

• International experience improves 
prospects on the international la-
bour market

• Enrichment in the international 
context, improved language skills

Academic events for young resear-
chers (workshops, summer schools)
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FGU doctoral programmes and
 funding programmes for researchers

The Franco-German University (FGU) provides expert guidance 
on Franco-German university relations with the aim of enhan-
cing university and academic cooperation between the two 
countries. Its funding strategy for junior researchers encompas-
ses:

• developing a joint doctoral programme

• building a network between researchers and junior resear-
chers in France and Germany

The FGU promotion instruments: 

• • Franco-German PhD track programmes

 •  Programmes that combine the two years of the master’s 
programme with a further three years spent on a docto-
ral degree to form a five-year study period in total

 • Open to all disciplines

• • Franco-German graduate schools

 • Structured Franco-German doctoral programmes

 •  Encouraging the mobility of doctoral candidates

 • Possibility of association with a third-country partner

• • Cotutelles de thèse

 • Bi-national procedure that allows doctoral students   
      to write their dissertation under the supervision of one 
      professor in Germany and one in France

 •  Encouraging the mobility of doctoral candidates and of the 
Franco-German dissertation defence

• • Academic events for young researchers (workshops, sum-
mer schools)

 • An innovative and current academic topic 

 • Networking between the Franco-German and   
       international research community & junior scientists

 • Programmes last for 2 days to 4 weeks

• • The Franco-German ABG-FGU service

 •  Joint offering of the Association Bernard Gregory (ABG) 
and the Franco-German University (FGU) aimed at ac-
companying and supporting French and German PhD gra-
duates as they start their working life. 

https://www.dfh-ufa.org/informationen-fuer/studierende-doktoranden-alumni/doktoranden/

Research guidance:

The bilingual research guidance of the Franco-German 
University (FGU) informs you about the funded Franco-Ger-
man programmes in the field of research and the graduate 
schools of the FGU.

https://www.dfh-ufa.org/programme/forschungswegweiser/

Deutsch-Französische Hochschule 
Villa Europa · Kohlweg 7 · 66123 Saarbrücken · Germany

Tel. +49 (0) 681 93 812-117
email: promotion-doctorat@dfh-ufa.org

wissenschaftliche_veranstaltungen@dfh-ufa.org
manifestations_scientifiques@dfh-ufa.org 

www.dfh-ufa.org

FAQs about our funding:

• For all applications: one German and one French applicant  
(university or non-university research institute)

• Applications are academically evaluated

• Applications must be submitted electronically and by post; 
the electronic version is sufficient for observing the deadline

• Signatures may be submitted separately 

Funding for preparation of an application in all subject areas 
and disciplines is available from the FGU upon submission of 
an application for a preparatory meeting
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Information on doctoral 
programmes and 

academic events of the FGU


